
OFFICE OF DISCIPLES WOMEN 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

Faith in A ction 

If you have not yet attended a Pray and Play event, I en-
courage you to attend!  Please check the website for Pray 
and Play coming to a church near you.  You will be richly 
blessed. 
Martha Causey                                                            
Faith in Action 

looking for women to serve in 
these new positions; women 
with skills in finance, leader-
ship, spirituality, and a pas-
sion for mission. You may be 
asked to summit your name 
for consideration by a mem-
ber of the Disciples Women 
Commission, and you may 
summit your own names by 
sending me a note with your 
contact information and the 
area you know yourself to be 
gifted. You will hear more 
about this new leadership 
process in the next News and 
Notes or at the mission event 
this spring. 

Susan GonzalesDewey      
Regional Minister       
Staff—Office of Disciples 
Women 

Transformation! Revitaliza-
tion! Renewal! Do you hear 
these words in your congrega-
tion, in the Region, in the life 
of our church? Looking for 
the new in our life of faith is a 
part of our call at witnesses of 
Jesus Christ. What is God 
calling us to do with all the 
gifts and resources God has 
given us for today and tomor-
row? Sometimes we need to 
change what we have been 
doing and how we have been 
doing it to meet God’s call.   
When we call this restructure 
it often sounds boring, but 
restructure in the life of the 
church is to look at the mis-
sion God is calling us to meet, 
and create the structure to 
support the mission. 
Eighteen years ago the Re-
gional Christian Women’s 
Fellowship took 18 months to 
create a new structure that 
would allow for more women 
to do smaller tasks to meet the 
mission of Disciples Women 
in the Pacific Southwest Re-
gion.  After 18 years, it is 

time to address the structure 
of the women’s organization 
once again, so we can address 
the needs for mission in this 
new decade.  Several women 
who sit on the Regional Disci-
ple Women’s Commission 
volunteered last June to work 

on restructuring our commis-
sion to get women more 
closely connected to the mis-
sion, and spend less time on 
process.  At this next Re-
gional Disciples Women 
Commission meeting, a pro-
posed structure will be pre-
sented for adoption on a two-
year trial basis. The nominat-
ing committee will then be 
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SPEC IAL  
PO INTS  OF  
INTEREST :  

• Disciples 

Women Com-
mission re-
structure 

• Young Adult 

Women’s 
Action Web 
(YAWAW) 

• Hygiene Kits 

for Haiti 

• Spiritual 

Growth Re-
treat, 2010 

• Quadrennial 

Speakers 
Announced 

 

Opening Night, Wednesday, June 23rd   Bishop 
Vashti McKenzie serves as the 117th elected and 
consecrated bishop of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and is the first woman to reach 
this level of leadership. Bishop McKenzie is a 
former journalist and is often described as “an 
electrifying speaker.” 

     Thursday, June 24th   Joanne Kagiwada is a 
native Californian and retired attorney. Her law 
degree led her to direct Disciples work in interna-
tional affairs and to represent the Disciples at the 
National Council of Churches.  She was  
 
Continued on page 5 

Quadrennial Assembly Speakers Are Announced! 
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“Our hope is to 

have at least 100 

women from the 

Pacific Southwest 

Region attend 

[Quadrennial].” 

Communications, Database, and Website 

Awake! Awake! 
The 2010 Quadrennial As-
sembly, a gathering of Dis-
ciples women, will be held 
in Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, June 23-27.  Women 
of the church are invited to 
attend the event to be held 
in an all-under-one-roof 
hotel and convention center.  
Speakers will include Gen-
eral Minister and President 
Sharon Watkins, Amy 
Gopp, Executive Director 
of Week of Compassion, 
and other outstanding 
Christian women. 
“Awake!  Awake!” is this 
year’s Quadrennial theme.  
Dozens of workshops, an 
afternoon of varied worship 
experiences, multiple op-
portunities to participate in 
mission pro-
jects on-site 

or off-site, special fun fea-
tures such as the Bizarre 
Bazaar and other aspects of 
QA make it a cross between 
summer camp for grown-
ups, a resort vacation, and 
quasi-General Assembly. 
 
Special programs for hus-
bands, kids 12-17 years old 
and children 6 months to 11 
years are planned.  A juried 
photography show will dis-
play participants’ artistic 
depiction of the QA theme.  
Pre-QA events include a 
Habitat for Humanity build, 
A Taste of Greensboro, 
experiences of and training 
for Disciples general minis-
tries, and more.. 

Our hope is to have at least 
100 women from the Pacific 
Southwest Region attend. We 
have eight women from our 
region currently serving on 
the QA committee, they are 
Rev. Olivia Bryan Upde-
grove, Linda Houston, Tanya 
Lopez, Michel Johnson, 
Young Lan Kim, Rev. Julie 
Roberts Fronk, Mary Anne 
Parrot (recently moved to 
Oregon), Chery Carew and of 
course our International Dis-
ciples Women’s President, 
Judy Row. 
 
See the QA website: 
www.quadrennial.org for 
complete information and 
registration materials, or you 
can contact me, the QA coor-
dinator for our Region, Tif-
fany Gossett at  
562-810-2675, 
tiffersmg@yahoo.com 

world. Visit and check back often at the 
www.pswdw.com site for event dates, regis-
tration materials and current happenings. We 
hope that you will take part where 
you can. 
 
Jenice Carter 
Communications - Database and Website 

Hello Sisters. 
 
     Welcome to a new 
year of Disciple's 
Women communica-
tions. We have many 
events this year to 
help you on your per-

sonal journey's and allow you to become in-
volved in issues close to home and around the 

Greensboro, N.C. -  
June 23-27, 2010 

N E W S  &  N O T E S  



Place: Project Impact, Lynnwood 
Focus:  Mission, education, worship, 
Fellowship  
Date: to be announced 
Time: 8:30 12:00 
Cost: $25:00 
Speaker: Rev. Susan Gonzales Dewey 

Keeping Christmas Alive 
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working to find a message, 
process and communication that 
opens us more completely to all 
we see around us and equips us 
to respond effectively, effi-
ciently, faithfully. 
Let us know in some way, what 
we can do to support your un-
derstanding of women in ser-
vice, volunteer to be a part of a 
unique regional commission, 

dom building.  Also, subscribe 
to our new publication JUST 
WOMEN, for this magazine 
focuses on issues that women 
have uniquely defined as 
“concerns and celebrations.” 
We are in the process of re-
organizing the Disciple 
Women’s Commission, not be-
cause we like doing this task; 
but because we constantly are 

pray for the needs of the world 
and ask again what does Christ-
mas mean in your circle of in-
fluence? 
 
Pat Messenger 
Regional Co-Facilitator 

Impact. Project Impact is a 
unit of the Region doing min-
istry with children and fami-
lies in the Pacific Southwest 
Region.  This event will be 
held from 8:30-12, with wor-
ship, bible study, mission edu-
cation and an introduction to 
the new study materials. We 
will be receiving an offering 

Please look for information on 
the Mission Gathering (Spring 
Event) this spring at our mis-
sion site in Lynnwood, Project 

Spring Mission Event 

Christmas (cont’d) 

Spring Mission 

Event coming 

in May, 2010.  

Watch the 

website for 

more 

information. 

Last 
year, I 
wrote a 
similar 
piece on 
the fleet-
ing 
memory 
we can 

have about any holiday’s mean-
ing, and how the need to “move 
on” in our culture can keep us 
from sinking our lives ever more 
deeply in the mystery and reveal-
ing substance of our faith.    As 
we again struggle to be relevant 

and celebrate our lives, let us con-
sider…… 
• Do we have awe and wonder as 

a response to the beauty and 
complexities of life?    One of 
my favorite authors says “we 
need to spend less time on be-
liefs and more time on behold-
ing.” 

• Do we consider how our lives 
can be more simple in order to 
free up our resources for minis-
try? 

• Do we listen to the angels in 
our lives who bring us glad 
tidings of great joy? 

• Does the Sermon on the 
Mount stand out as our guid-
ing star? 

As I serve as your Co-facilitator 
in this Region, I ask for your at-
tendance at some of the events 
that women in the Region have 
designed for YOU….. 
 Fall Retreat 
 Convocation 
 Pray and Play Days 
 Spring Event….. 
these opportunities challenge us 
to remember who and whose we 
are and inform us (in community) 
how powerful we can be in king-

for Human Trafficking, your 
congregation’s Blessing Box 
offerings, and Hygiene Kits for 
Church World service to send 
to Haiti. 

Martha Causey                        
Faith in Action 
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“The Women’s 

Room is a place 

where homeless 

women may go a 

couple of 

afternoons a week 

to shower and 

enjoy a warm, 

comfortable, and 

fun place to be.” 

District 3 

Hygiene Kits 

In the face of natural disasters, vio-
lence, or grinding poverty, Hygiene 
Kits can mean the difference between 
sickness and health for struggling 
families.                                                       
Hygiene Kits contain items essential 
to personal hygiene -- a critical issue 

in a disaster -- a hand 
towel, a washcloth, a 
comb, a nail clipper, 
a bar of soap, a 
toothbrush, and Band
-Aids. 

Small items we often 
take for granted 
mean a lot to someone who 
doesn’t have them. 

For more information, visit 
http://globalministries.org/
news/lac/haiti-earthquake-
what-we.html 

gram to collect food for the 
local food pantry, and host 
the March Empty Bowls 
program in Glendora, which 
raises funds for hunger pro-
grams.  The Crop Walk is 
coming up and Glendora 
FCC will be an active par-
ticipant. 
The women of Pasadena 
Christian Church enjoyed 
several Christmas celebra-
tions together in members’ 
homes.    They shared 
meaningful and touching 
Christmas stories.   They 
are also planning to help 
with the Haitian Hygiene 

Kit project, and have 
a number of other 
regular ‘helping’ 
ministries in which 
they serve in the 
community. 

Mary K. Backstrom has 
been helping with a minis-
try in downtown Pasadena, 
called The Women’s Room.  
It is a place where homeless 
women may go a couple of 
afternoons a week to 
shower and enjoy a warm, 
comfortable, and fun place 
to be.   The women are just 
like you and me, Mary K 
says.   Sometimes you can’t 
tell the difference between 
the volunteers and the 
homeless.   If you have an 
interest in this ministry, or 
developing one like it, call 
Mary K at 626 794 7545. 
Blessings to all in this new 
year! 
 
Linda Shelton 
District 3 Coordinator 

District 3 Disciples 
Women 
Like most of our Disciples 
Women, we are always on 
the lookout for ways to 
serve the people of God.   
In the fall, several of the 
District 3 churches partici-
pated in the School Kits 
program through Church 
World Service, and Glen-
dora First Christian’s 
Disciples Women’s group 
is anxious to do it again.   
They are also planning to 
help the people of Haiti by 
collecting the Hygiene Kits.   
They have an on-going pro-

N E W S  &  N O T E S  

The Women’s Room, 

Ecumenical Council 

Pasadena Area Churches  



Guest from China 
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Dear sisters,  
I have been writing for the last 
two newsletters and in the 
Gathering of Women in the 
regional mailing about our 
opportunity to host an Inter-
national Guest from China for 
the two weeks before the 
Quadrennial Women’s Assem-

bly. Many e-mails 
have been sent and 
forms filled out to 
invite Ronglin Xia to 
visit with us and tell 
us about her experi-

ence of being a Christian in 
China and her ministry in ru-
ral China. She is the University 
Office Director who manages 
all projects and programs the 
Disciples Oversees Ministry  
supports.  She has accompa-
nied our Global Ministries 
delegations to visit Ganzi Mi-
nority region many 
times.  You may find her on 
the Global Ministries video. 
We have asked for your finan-
cial support and thank you to 
those who have sent a contri-

bution for the mission. Now it 
is time for you to make plans 
for her to visit your congrega-
tion. You would be responsi-
ble for housing her in a home 
and getting her to the next 
destination.  Also your task 
would be to arrange an oppor-
tunity at your congregation 
for her to be in dialogue and/
or make a presentation about 
her ministry and experience. 
Please contact Nancy Fowler 
at fowlernancyl@aol.com  or 
858-349-1584 to make ar-
rangements.  
 

Blessings,                                             
Susan GonzalesDewey  

Map of 
China 

The Disciple Women’s 
Spiritual Growth Retreat 
will be held on October 1-3, 
2010, at Loch Leven.  The 
theme for this year’s retreat 
will be “The Holiness of Work’, a study on 
the book of Acts….Since women’s work 
has been the cornerstone of Christian and 
family values, we will offer foundational 
household skills and techniques as a valu-
able element of our culture as Christian 
women. 

Spiritual Growth Retreat 
Save the Date!  

“Now it is time 

for you to 

make plans 

for [our guest 

from China] to 

visit your 

congregation.” 

instrumental in lobbying for the official government 
apology to Japanese Americans who were interned dur-
ing World War II. Her late husband, David, is remem-
bered on David Kagiwada Memorial Sunday for his 
leadership of Disciples Asian American ministries. 
     Friday, June 25th   Rev. Evelyn Nieves is a native 
New Yorker and former elementary school 
teacher. Evelyn and her husband, Moises, also a Disci-
ples pastor, founded the Christian Family Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the Bronx in 1996. 
     Saturday, June 26th   Rev. Amy C. Gopp is also a 
Disciple who serves as the Executive Director for Week 
of Compassion, the relief, refugee, and development 
ministry of the Disciples church. Amy served for four 
years as a peace activist in Croatia and Bosnia. 
     Sunday, June 27th   Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, Gen-
eral Minister and President of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) will serve as the closing 
speaker. The Rev. Watkins has served as a pastor and 
missionary in Congo (the former Zaire.) She was re-
cently recognized by President Obama as one of Amer-
ica’s most influential religious leaders. 
 
Continued on page 7 

QA Speakers (cont’d) 
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“YAWAW:  To 
connect with the 
larger church 
community, to 
find your passion, 
and bring your 
new-found 
knowledge back 
to your church & 
community, in order 
to encourage others 
to become the hands 
of God.” 

Young Adult Women’s Action Web 

Are you, or someone you 
know, between the ages of 
18 & 30?  Do you want to 
educate yourself regarding 
the mission ministries of 
our San Diego Disciples of 
Christ churches and the  
organizations with whom 
they partner to do mission 
work?  Would you like to 
join a group of women for a 
week to visit mission sites 
and learn what motivates 

them to do this work?   Can 
you see yourself doing 
hand’s on mission work at 
these organizations? 
Join Leah Dewey, Megan 
Guy and Susan Richardson 
as we introduce a deeper 
understanding of mission.  
This journey will provide 
you with opportunities to 
build greater leadership 
abilities and is sure to im-
pact your own church and 
community, when you re-
turn with enthusiasm for 
recognizing the needs all 
around you. 
What: YAWAW 
When: July 14-21, 2010 
Where: San Diego 
How: Contact: Leah Dewey 

at 805/907-1311 & bellat-
wine@gmail.com or Susan 
Richardson at 714/685-
6827 & kymom-
cat@aol.com & Megan Guy 
at 858/395-1944 & meg-
guy@gmail.com 
Why: To connect with the 
larger church community, 
to find your passion, and 
bring your new-found 
knowledge back to your 
church & community, in 
order to encourage others to 
become the hands of God. 

Susan Richardson                
Service 

N E W S  &  N O T E S  

Women’s Commission (2009-2010) 
Executive Board 
Co- Facilitators - Pat Messenger & Nancy Fowler 
Secretary - Michel Johnson 
Treasurer - Cindy Barr 
Secretary - Michel Johnson 
Leadership - Kathleen Bybee 
Communications Coordinator - Betsy Hillig 
Communications (Database/Website) - Jenice Carter 
Development - Open 
Newsletter Editor - Cindy Meyer 
Faith in Action - Martha Causey 

Full Commission Members 
Service - Susan Richardson 
Study - Diane Cripe 
Worship - Carol Warsaw 
Mailing Coordinator - Sandy Everett 
Stewardship - Marti Correll 
Legislative Coordinator - Evelyn Horigan 

DISTRICTDISTRICTDISTRICTDISTRICT    
COORDINATORSCOORDINATORSCOORDINATORSCOORDINATORS    

District 1       Julie Callen 
District 2       Cheryl Geisen & Christina 
Nayve  
District 3       Linda Shelton 
District 4       Tiffany Gosett & Leisa Pugh  
District 5       Sandi Bondeson & Virginia 
Mills  
District 6       Ginger Bradfield & Terry Royce  



Worship 
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To the Sisters of the Pacific 
Southwest Region, 
      This is the day that the Lord 
has made, rejoice my sisters and 
be glad in it. Ps. 118:24 
      God has brought us safely 

through 2009 with all of its 
challenging circumstances and 
its brighter tomorrows.  Many 
of you wondered how you 
would make it from day to day, 
but Praise God, it was God's 
grace and mercy that brought us 
through.  It was the prayers and 
cries of the saints that God 
heard, and beamed from the 
heavens his arms of comfort and 
love. 
      Never forget that in this new 
year of 2010 there will be unex-
pected hurdles that you will 
have to climb, but Fear Not, for 

Jesus has already overcome the 
world.  It is for us to read his 
word, obey his word, and then 
be a doer of what God tells you 
to do. Apply your faith that will 
unlock the many doors as you 
journey with the Lord.  May 
God's blessings reign upon each 
of you!   
 
Carol Warsaw 
Worship Coordinator 
 

(cindy_meyer@ymail.com) 

Your article will appear in an 
upcoming edition of News & 
Notes. 

 

Cindy Meyer                  
News & Notes Editor 

Share the mission and ministry 
of the women of your church 
with the women of our Region. 

Submit an article to the News & 
Notes telling about the minis-
tries supported by the women 
of your church. 

Articles may be submitted via e-
mail at any time to Cindy Meyer 

Daily Bible Study will be led by Dr. Sharyn Dowd, Pas-
tor for Spiritual Formation and Mission Engagement at 
First Baptist Church of Decatur, Georgia. Sharyn is a 
New Testament scholar and author of two books on the 
Gospel of Mark. She taught New Testament and Greek 
at Lexington Theological Seminary (KY) and Biblical 
Studies at Baylor University (TX). 

Apr 10th - FCC Hemet 

For more information contact 
your CWF or Disciples Women 
President OR Kathleen Bybee, 
Leadership Facilitator, (562) 
864-4509 

PRAY & PLAY DAYS 

 Feb 13th - FCC Ontario 

 Mar 6th - Bixby Knolls 

 Mar 13th - Mill Valley Chris-
tian Church - Bakersfield 

 April 24th - South Bay Chris-
tian Church—Redondo Beach 

Pray & Play Days - At a Church Near You! 

What’s Happening in Your Church? 

“For more 

information 

about Pray & 

Play Days, 

contact 

Kathleen 

Bybee, Regional 

DW Leadership 

Facilitator.” 

QA Speakers (cont’d) 
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Articles for News & Notes can 
be submitted to N & N Editor 
Cindy Meyer: 

E-mail:  cindy_meyer@ymail.com 

Home:  615 N. Lincoln St. 

            Redlands, CA  92374 


